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Comedians Advocate. 
POETICAL ESSAY. 


ROYAL HIGHNESS 


PRINCE of WALES. 


JOHN HIGHMORE, En 


Some Time PATENTEE of the Theatre Royal 
in Drary-Lane. 

18 5 To which is added, 

Another [brief ) EsSA x, on a preſent particular Occafion, the 


Publication of which, the Authors of certain daily Papers, thought 
proper to decline. | 


Ak you at what, in this Attempt, I aim 
Tis not, believe me, at poetic Fame; 

But, as a Lover of theatric Art, 

F mean to take its wrong'd Profeſſors Part, 
Defend them gainſt the cauſeleſs Scorn of Mopk, 
And their Exploder, in Return, explode. 

in plain Senſe, I carry this Deſign, 
Say, if you will, there's not one witty Line, 
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TO HIS 


ROYAL HIGHNESS 


The Prince of Wales. 


SIR, 


Diſaſters that befel an inc nt Sufferer, the Subject of their 
inhuman Mirth and Ridicule. Some few there were, indeed, 
whoſe fleady Generofity would not let them be bore away by 
the impetuous and mercileſs Tide of Hraunnict MODE. 

At 


DEDICATION. 


At the Head of this ſmall, but moble-ſpirited Party, did your 
Royal Highneſs, prompted by your innate, and ſure anparal. 
lel'd Benevolence, moſt graciouſly appear; nay, as a publick 
Token, of your being a warm Advocate for my r/gÞteons, un- 
happy Carle, were pleas'd to grace my unfaſhionabl, and al- 
molt empty-ſeated Theatre, with your Royal reviving Preſence, 
at the very juncture too, when the barbarous, mean Endeavour to 
augment the Perplexity of an 7offenfive, honeſt Man, by encou- 


raging his abuffoe, fraudulent Antagoniſts, was the moſt in Vogue. 


As a Mark, therefore, and, alas! the only ene within m 
Poor Ability to give, of my indelible Gratitude for ſuch princeſy 
Condeſcenſion in my Favour, I judg'd it no leſs than incum- 
bent on me, to lay at your Royal Feet, the enſuing well-in— 


tended , however ill executed, Performance, of my unpractis d 
Mule. 3 


But what have I done ! being, as hinted in the Preface, but 
a young Author, and conſequently little knowing in the ne 
Rules of DEDICATION, I perhaps, even now, againſt one of 
them, tranſgreſs, in thus preſuming to grace the Front of my 
Eſſay, with ſo z//uſtrious a Name, e'er J had, in a proper Man- 


ner, ſollicited Permiſſion for it. 
But ſhould I find myſelf accus'd as culpable, in that Particu- 

lar, I ſhould, however, have the Conſolation of thinking, that 

as the Commiſſion of ſo wnwarrantable a Freedom, proceeded 


from my Obedience to the Dictates, the preſſing Dictates, of 
that ſacred and adorable Virtue, calld GRATITUDE; ſo a 
Prince, who has already vouchſat'd me ſuch convincing Proofs 


of a moſt generous Turn of Mind, cannot but look on the Of- 


fence as ventral, and conſequently grant the Grace-entreating 
Criminal, a full and ample Pardon. - 


With this comfortable, this exhilarating Reflection, I have 
the Honour to ſubſcribe myſelf, f 


3 


Your ROYAL HIGHNES8's 


Moſt obliged, 
Grateful, devoted, 


Ayd obedient Servant, 


John Highmore. 
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N Jo T will probably be look'd upon, at firlt Appearance, 


as ſomewhat odd that an Author ſhould write, in his 
Go IREATISE, as a warm Advocate for a Vocation, 
ol many of wholc Proſcilors, he, | in his DEDICA TION, 
had repreſented as moſt aygenerouſly criminal. 
But this ſeeming Abſurdity will, by a very little Confidera- 


tion, be perfectly cleared up: For what more honourable Pro- 


feſſion is there, than the Military? And yet whether a certain 


diſbonourable Exit out of this tranſitory World, is not deſervedly 


made, by as many of thoſe, who roll under the Martial Liſt, 


as by the Followers of any other Employment, I leave to the 


molt exafF Obſervers of the Fate of Mankind, to determine; 


who, I am perſuaded, will give their Opinion in the 4firma- 
tive. To imagine, therefore, a Profeſſion in general, may me- 
rit the High Encomiums, while particular Members of it, 


deſerve, by the Infamy of their Actions, to be repreſented as 


ſcandalous, will, I preſume, be allowed a Notion, by no means 


inconſiſtent. Lg . 
To conclude : The Author, tho' pretty far advanced in the 
Years of MIDDLE AGE, is, however, but little paſt his In- 


FANCY, as a Votary of the MusEs ; which Conſideration, it is 


hop'd, will incline the Reader to wink at all Imperfections in 
the following Eſſay. But in one Line, at leaſt, thereof, a petz- 
tionary Hint, on that Head, will be found inſerted, which can- 
not but prove ſufficient to procure the Indulgence of the GEN E- 
ROUS; and with the UNGENEROUS, Entreaties for Favour, 
oftner excite Severity, than obtain Candour. Here, therefore, 


already cloſe we all prefatory Supplication. 


B THE 


ap pee e S&S. 


EN R 4 
Page 17, Line 9, inſtead of, 
. What PARSON, be his Living ne'r fo great, 
Read, 25 
What P---sT, of Dignity, tho ner ſo great, 
Page ibid, Line 20, inſtead of Por, read A. 
Page 18, Line 12, inſtead of their, read 12 
page 20, [ine 4, inſtead of undoubted, _d apparent. 
5 Page 22, Line . inſtead of Chamer, read CHARMER. 
Page 24, Line 27. inſtead of Buskin R read Busiu'd 3 
If {till more FavuLTs there be, as be there may, 
Such READERS, who * how, correct em, Pray ; 


For, to Pet fection, 1 Pretence have none. 


Wou'd every BARD, as bad, as much wou'd own. 
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Comedian's Advocate. 


E T thoſe, the Gor of Wir invoke, who write, 


2 But for the Vanity of ſceming bright, 
EY While moral, edifying SENSE, of you, 
I, Inſpiration ask, with different View 3 
And, if you ever have aſſiſted Mos E, 
To mine, that Bounty, you can ne'r refuſe : 
For DRAMA tis, of all your Kin, moſt near, 
In whoſe Defence I — to appear. 
Long the Profeſſors of th' itructive Scene, 
Of ſenſeleſs Fx s Ho the Contempt have been; 
Nor in this ævorthleſe Age, can MERIT know, 


Than ſenſeleſs Faſhion, a more pow'rſul Foe : 
Her 


6 


Her vaſſal Legions, without Number are, 


And, like a Torrent, all before 'em bear ; 


As well as numberleſs, they're cruel too, 
Nor Quarter give, to any they purſue : 
Men, whoſe Deſervings, eminent are ſeen, 
The VicTIMs are of their ungenerous Spleen 2 
The tender Part they ſtrike, is Reputation, 
And thoſe who merit xo/# our Commendation, 
They ſtab with their ſevereſt Defamation: 
Senſe, Learning, Pablick=Spririt, Patriot- Zeal, 
Of Courſe, the rankeſt of their Slander feel. 
All top, who plead as Fajonrers of cho&, 
Whom thus for Perſecution, Mo pE has choſe, 
Inſtant incurring her revengeful Hate, 
Meet with the like Barbarity of Fate. 
W hoe'r, her Enmity, wou'd ſcape, in fine, 
Exploding VIRTUE, muſt her FOLLOWERS join; 
But if grown penitent, they're found to aim 
Again at former commendable Fame, 
To double Wrath they'll raiſe the Tyrant's Spirit, 
And doubly ſuffer for relapſing Merit. - 
Such is the FASHION of the preſent Age, 
The Foe immmoral of the moral Stage. 

Thus having painted FasHn1oN's Character, 
DRAMA s Defence, no longer we'll defer ; 
Quick then, my Muſe, to that ai Point proceed, 


Entreating Critics will with Caudour read. 


Let, 


(9) 


Let, if he can, the MoDE-adoring Fool, 


E'r Men whom I revere, he ridicule, 
Tell me what CALLINGS, than the Play'r's, require 


Embelliſhments more 74umeronus, or higher ; 


Or what VocaT1ONs, in their Dealings be, 


From Practices d:/honeſt half fo free. 

To prove theſe Challenges, not idly made, 
In their Support, obſerve what's to be ſaid. 
Vet, hold----E'r 1 the Qualities ſet down, 


That ſhou'd an Afor's Reputation crown, 


Indulgence give me for a Word or two, 


To mark what Faults, he chiefly ſhou' d eſchew. 


Rough, bot iſterous Geſtures, and diftorted Features, 


That ſeem to change to FRIES, human Creatures; 
Diſcordant Rants, annaturally loud, 
Shocking to Sexſe, tho pleaſing to the CRO WPD; 


With many Duproprieties beſides, 
Which Shakeſpear” s HAMLET froperly e 
Shou'd he avoid, as Blemiſhes that mar 


A true Comedian' s brilliant Character. 


E'r Leave of this Particular I take, 


A Pray'r for 1njur'd DRAMA let me make. 


(4 Soon, with Profeſſors amply qualify'd, 


O, may ſhe competently be ſupply'd ! 


© That Entertainments, far the moſs refin'd, 


Which ever were by human Wit deſign'd, 


C 1 No 


(10) 

© No more diſgrac'd, with Pain, we may behold, 
© By Wretches form'd of Nature's coarſe/# Mould ! 
© Slaves, who appear, in Perſon and in Mind, 

The Refuſe of the Refuſe of Mankind ! 

And ſeem for hedging, or for ditching meant, 

Rather than wvel]-4vris Scenes to repreſent. 
© In fine, that only the Genteely bred, 

May be, henceforth allow'd the Stage to tread, 

Deſervedly receiving for their Pains, 

What each above deſcrib'd groſs SAVAGE gains; 
Which happy might, wou'd they the Wages take, 
Men of politeſt Education, make, 

Who rather ſtarvin 25 all Support decline, * 

That in the Scene, ſuch vile Diſgracers j join. 

The RY much wanted Rules, for which I've pray 'd, 
Soon may we ſee ſor DRAMA“s Honour made! 

But, beyond Cauſe, as I wou'd not bemoan 
The Stage's preſent State, this Truth Ill own; 

Some to the edrfying Art, tho Few, 

There are, tis plainly ſeen, who juſtice do. BEE 

Be eaſy Gorrick, and be eaſy Quin, 5171 5 


- 


Each, as an Inſtance, certain to come in; 
And, tho' Perſormer good, if Giffard we 
Do not the Tui Rp, in his Profeſſion ſe, 
Let him a higher Panegyrick find, 

Due to the Merit of his «worthy Mind; 


Worth : 


(rn) 

Worth, which by me, ſhall ever be confeſs'd, 
Worth, which my 07 Experience can atteſt, 

Let too, Delane, who, when firſt he try'd 
Theatric Art, had FASHION on his Side, 
Tho' e of Notice, now, unworthy deem'd, 
| Becauſe by jickle Fa ſhion diſeſteemd; 
Let him, I ſay, deſerv'd Applauſes meet, 
Tho' not, perhaps, in every Point, compleat : 
While the deal Herd of FasHlonisTs deſpiſe, 
Let him advance in Credit with the WISE. 

Of their Deeds, tho modiſh Parrots talk, 
We neither RYAN will, nor Mcc&/1z baulk, 
But own, each ſerviceable, in his WALK, 
Whil- double Praiſe, deſerving * [avard ſhares | 
Rank'd with; ingenious BARDS, and uſe cful P LAY Rs. 
Hale, Chapman, CG aſhel, Hippi ey, and Blake, 
Let 8 own too, Actors, o Diſtinfion, make. 
But, worthy N ote, there's yet a mumerous Tribe, 


(If truely they their own Defert deſcribe): 
With ſenſeleſs Roar, the Theatre who fill, 


And as they ve Lungs, conceive no want of Skill ; 
Then, flatter'd by an andiſcerning Mind, 

In Gallery-Shouts, Contentment ample find : 
Elate with which, themſelves they able call 

As e'r a Ruin, or Garrick of em all; 


1 To the Learned in the DRAMA, this Term needs no Explanation. 
* The modeſt Author ot certain well receiv'd dramatic Compoſitions. 


Happy 


(122 )) 


Tho', by the KNOWING; execrable thought. n iche 


Theſe, as they're not the HRRORSͤ of my Lays, 


Will, I ſuſpect, in JYrath, each Line diſpraiſe; 


Nay more, their Choler, if a-right I gueſs, 

Hurling revengeful Scandal from the PRESS, 

Will brand, with Scribler's Name, the partial Bard, 
Who praiſing MERIT, did not THEIRS regard. ; | 


But, as all Men's good Mord, there's none can have, 


Under their Cenſure, patient I'll behave, . 
With Comfort judging, what ſuch Authors write, 4 
Muſt pornthſs be, however rank with Spight. 
Of Men, whoſe Number is ſo very great, -N 
CAUT1ON may ſay, tis dang'rous, thus to prait; 
But TxUrR, incapable of FEAR, is bold, 

Nor meanly will, by Danger, be controul d. 
Juſtice ſevere, in ſhort, my Guide l make, 
Reſolv'd her Drfates, never to forſake ; ; / 
And, as to Rule ſo rigid, I pretend, \ 

Thoſe only muſt, who Praiſe deſerve, commend. 


While AcToRs, then, who have no Right to FA 


Outrageous are, I them forbear to name, 
Serenely, I'll endure the ſenſeleſs Blame, 

Proceed we now, Embelliſhments to count, 
Which to a fmiſt'd Actor's Sum amount. 


Happy in thinking they're <oithont: a Huli; ö 


P 
l 
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( A Form proportion , and a manly Mien, 
Shou'd, firſt, be his, who wou'd adorn the Scene : 
Next, Speech reh and graceſul Air muſt ſhew 
"Ip Effect of Schools, and Academies too : 

A Voice harmonious, chan geable, and ſweet, 

Like that of Booth, Tragedian, once, compleat, 
Theſe rare lngredients, muſt not fail to meet: 

A meaning Look, with ACTION's proper Choice, 
Shou'd be no leſs expre//foe, than the Voice. 
Denoyer's Art, ſhou'd added be to theſe, 

To move with Freedom, and ſalute with Eaſe, 
Like Gentlemen, each other to addtefs, 

And Elegance of Breeding to expreſs; 

Thio' want of which, too oft our modern 1 Play rs 
Diſcover PLO W-MEN's ebe Airs, 


Enter, behave in, and avoid a Room, 


223＋%V 


Like rough-hewn PORTER, or unpoliſh'd GROOM 
And when, poor Men, they mean to bow, with Grace, 
Their Heads ſeem aim d, to bit you in the Face. 
Beſides theſe pleaſing Elegancies ſhown, 
Which he that acts the GENTLEMAN ſhou'd own, 
There Talents various are, unmention'd ſtill, 
Requir'd, the Scene theatrical to hill, 
Wberewith the different Characters to 10 
(Of CUCKOLD, IV hred CLOWN, and modifh For, 
D RAKE, 


W 


. 4 "_— 


(14) 
RAKE, Conntry-SQUIRE ; all which, with many more, 
Shou'd, indiſpenſably, I fay, be wore 


By thoſe, who, farcical Renown, explore. 
Nor by them, muſt they be poſſeſs'd, alone, 


But to improve em too, ſhou'd Care be ſhown; 


Nay, ſuch a warm Ambition to excel, 


Ought, in their Breaſts, inceſſantly to dwell, 


As ſhou'd excite, inſtead of 7dle Joy, 


Each precious Hour, in Practice to employ; 


Of which, too many, I, with Grief! muſt ſay, 
I've known, in Sottiſbneſe, fo thrown away, 


That a bright Genius ſeen at Twenty-one, 


Has worſe, and worſe moſt regularly grown, 


Till when he, thrice ten Years, cou'd call his Age, 
He was juſt able to diſgrace the Stage; 
Whereas, had he in Study perſever'd, 


From the firſt Day, a Genius he appear'd, 


Fame, he, in few Years more, might have ſecur'd, 


That deathleſs had, like Betterton's endur'd. 


But be it yet obſerv'd, theatric Art, 
Of Actor Vniſb d, makes, alone, a Part; 
And none appear a erfect Maſter can, 


Without Acquaintance, competent with MAN ; 


For how ſhou'd he, MaN's various Manners ſhow, 


The World, who does not competently know ? 


T = 


615.) 


Talents, in ſhort, ſo excellent and rare, 


Are neceſſary to compleat a Play'r, 


5 As even PEERAGE might be proud to wear; f 
And to the Men, ſuch Excellence, who own, 
Scorn, ſure, as they were GROOMs, ſhou'd not be ſhown, q 
Some may obſerve, tho' I've nam'd Graces fit 9 
| For the ſublimeſt Perſonages, yet 
| When ſerving to bedeck a wenal Play'r, 

They worthy our Eſteem no longer are * by 

For let PLA TRS be accompliſh d as they will, 

Their CALLIXG's baſe, and they are PLAYERS ſtill. 10 
But baſe, by whoſe Decree's their CALLING made ? 
Why — ſenſeleſs MoDE's, (as I before have ſaid) 

Yet let that Idiot, whom the pleaſe deſpiſe, 


1 — Foor.s Example never rules the WisE, 
Who well examine, er they Judgment make, 
Nor aught on Truſt, unaw'd by FASHION, take. 

Be then, like theirs, our judgment juſtly made, 
And let us ty, er we condemm the Trade 

So ſhall we find, inſtead of Diſregard, 
Reſpect is the Comedian's true Reward. 

That the Proſeſſion's honeſt, Proof to make, 
Tis now, I proper think, to undertake. 


Theatric Advertiſements read, you'll know 


The Entertainment, to it e'r you go. 


ta | It 


(16) 
O = by "Mt public Notice, it is ſeda, 


6 Novelty's to fill the garody Scene; 
dractinds, who all their Excellence expreſs, b 
In the gay Nonſenſe of fantaſtic Dreſs, 
Need not appear, where they muſt ſeem the Fools, 
Whom the COMEDIAN juſtly ridicules: 
If a true Maſter of theatric Art, 
Is to excel in baſe lago's Part, 
And Ch-rtr-s car'd not, were he out of 's Grave, 
To ſee himſelf, his Half Crown, he might fave x 
If London- C col Ds, is to be the Play, 
Why-- plodding, frugal C1Ts may ſtay away, 
Rather than Eightzen-pence, on Scenes beſtow,” 
Which their cornuted Brethren's Weakneſs ſhow : : 
To Britain, ſhou'd an Embaſſy be ſent 
From falſe Iberia, Win s baſe Intent, 
By treacherous Peace, our State to Minden 
The Legate from the Theatre may keep, 
Where Gundamor muſt make the Audience weep ; 
Infernal Gundamor ! to whom we owe FO 
Thrice Honor d Rakigh's fatal Overthrow ! 
If, with no leſs pernicious View, it chance, 
A Pleni po that comes from ſubtle France, 
Shou'd find the Play, wou'd, to Remembrance, bring 
How our Fifth 7 ſerv'd his Nation 8 Ang, 


The 


„% CCC 
The Scenes he may avoid, that juſtly ſhow 
Once Britain's Glory, and once Gallia's Moe. 


Thus the Comedian's Cuſtomers know all, 


What they're to pay for, e'r they pay at all; 0 


And name me, if you can, another Trade 
From which ſach honeſt Dealing can be had. 


The three PROFESSIONS, that we learned ſtile, 


Or, Iam much miſtaken, have their Guile : 


What PA RSON, be his Living ne'r fo great, 


By Dollrine f--ſe, his Hearers will not ch--t ? 
What PPEAD EK thinks, * Deceiving's a Diſgrace, 
Or Cauſe refuſes, that he knows, is b-ſe ? 

A Fee refund, pray what PHYSITIAN will, 

Tho! Read of curing, he, his Patient, &-// ? 


By mercantile Deceit, the MERCHANT gets, 


And undetected, Bubble-buyers out-2wits. 


Look Joer down, ſee every meaner Trade, 


By Fraud mechanic, have great Fortunes made: 


What Maso, let the fricbing Knave alone, 


For Marble's real Price, won't charge you Sone? 


What ſharping BRICKLAY R, will not make you pay 


For a Week's Work, when he work'd ſcarce a Day; 


Then ſwear too, by his Trowel and his Hodd, 
He by you got ſcarce S7x-perce in a Rod 2 


E What 


* The Author is not inſenſible, that the Generalit) of Remarkers, in zhis Caſe, 
would have made Uſe of a certain other Term; but when there are zwo Words, that 
pretty near expreſs the ſame Meaning, his good Breeding and Human h. ever 
prompt him to make Choice of that which is the more mannerly, and, conſequently, 


the leſs ſhocking. | 


1 


618) 

What CARPENTER, who, for a ſender Force, 
Won't chouſe you of a Brad much /arger Price? 
Or canting JOINER, feigning honeſt Zeal, 

Not Mainſcot write in's Bill, inſtead of Deal ? 
Theſe Queries all, moſt feehingly I've made, 

For much I've büllt, and much theſe Bites o erpaid. 
Mongſt thoſe, for better Fare, in vain, you'll ſtrive, 
Their Bus'neſs, who, by Pound and Pottle drive: 
What GROCER gains not by diſhoneſt Sales, 
With Heart as frondulent, as falſe his Seales ? 


What Purſe-proud VINTNER wou'd abound in Treaſure, 


Wou'd honeſt Juries often try their Meaſure ? 


He too, who ved, COMMODITIES, by YARDS, 


_ You'll find as litthe PROBITY regards, | 
That, ſelling his a Shilling, which he bought 
For Pence but three, of Courſe, not worth a Groat. 


Why don't we theſe, inſtead of Players blame? 


Why=-=-Theſe to cheat, from F ASHION Licence claims. 


Some of the Stage-Fraternity, tis true, 


The wicked Ways of Profligates purſue ; 


But whole Communities ſhou'd ne'r be thought 
Shameful, becauſe a Part alone's in fault: 

Bad as ſome PLA I' Rs, ane C- g. we ſee, 
Yet ſtill the C- is held in undi: 
FASHION herſelf, with 4/ her Faults, we find, 


The ſacred T=--PLE to revere inclin d. 


_—_ 


( 19) 


And fince that h----ow'd Place, the h--ly Hue 


Happens to fall within my Humble Strain, 

O ! let me wiſh, Iggſtruction to convey, 

It had the THEATRE's engaging Way ; 

Then grave D-v-nes, who Cure of Souls pretend, 


Might boaſt, indeed, the Conſciences they mend. 


Farther y Arguments for Actors mind, 
Farther their Title to Reſpect you'll find. 
In the recording Page of HIs TORx, 


MoNAR CHS themſelves we evidently lee, 


| Men who. have {huuc 1 In Play'r' r S, 21072), Sighted Trade, 


Their moſt admir'd Companions oſten made: 


With Philip's Son, for Victory rever'd, 


In no ſanall Favour, Theſſalus appear'd : 
With great Domitian of deſpotic Fame, 
Paris, awhile, in Favour too, became, 


At leaſt, was well, with his imperial DAME. 


The Eloquent and Learn' d, as well as Great, 


On Worth dramatic, equal Value fat : 


Demoſthenes, mach Satyrus eſteem'd, 
And Tully, Roſcius no leſs worthy deem'd. 


More Inſtances ſtill uimberleſs there are, 


Of the like Honour, paid a ſhining Play r, 
Which, ſhou'd I name, the Catalogue wou'd rife, 
'Stead of a Pamphlet's, to a Volume's Size. 

If, then, to Benefits, we muſt allow 

That Precedents, unqueſtion'd Title ſhow, 


Who 
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Who will deny, Comedians ſaſtly claim 
Regard, when riſen to uncommon Fame * et 
By whom, I ſay, if Reaſon be his Guide, 
Will it, for Truth undoubted, be deny'd, 
That Quin, and Gorrick, in the preſent Age, 
Shou'd be efteem'd, as Leaders on the Stage ? 
Or that the Laureat's true theatric Heir, 
Reſpect, proportion d to his Hill ſhou'd ſhare ? 
(For tho' He, as a Rebel, was my Foe, 
Him, as an Aclor, let me Juſtice do) 
Now, of the F AIR, for /, che reasnmpy's Sake, 
Some Queries too, we'll pertimently make. 

When * Oldfield (of whoſe very Name, the Sound, 
This Inſtant makes my Heart, with Rapture bound! 
In h:ir:onal Graces, lovely bright, 

Grew every air PATRICIAN's chief Delight, 
Who will deny /ucþ Honour was her Right? 

Who ſay, the moſt NIIsftrious were in fault, 

When they her elegant Acquaintance ſought ? 
Or who, that + CARLOS, MaRs's favourite Son, 
By her Enchantment, was not wiſely won? 
beni Calf and Leber, in has Fas Bana tar e mig ens Bhs Serves 
captivating Actreſs! who, ſoon after proving that ſhe was mortal! (which he, before, 


not a little doubted of ) deprived him, to his mcarable Affliction, of all Chance ever 
to repeat with her that #nutterable Tranſport. This Annotation it may, probably, be 
obſerved, is, by no means, neceſſary ; whoever, therefore, ſhall find himſelf inclin'd 
ſo to remark, is earneſtly intreated, to bear with the Inſertion of it ; the Veneration 

which the enamour d Baxp ſtill retains for the Memory of that graceful, dramatic 


Prodigy, not permitting him to mention her adorable Name, without redundantly 
expatiating on her never-to-be-forgotten Charms. 


+ A General of uncommon Gallantr: nd. i 0 AY 8 
nour, to his honourable Proteſlion, y, and, in all Reſpects, an additional Ho- 


Or 
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Or who'll diſown, that Booth, who every Grace 


Of Speech, of Action, or alluring Face, 

Diſplay'd, while on the Stage ſhe held a Place; 
And when that Place, ſhe proper thought to leave, 
Made every Man of Taſte, her Abſence grieve ; 
Or that the tuneful, joy-creating Clive, 

Who Admiration, ever keeps alive ; 

Or Horton, always, in Perfection, ſeen, 


Be it to play, a Courtegan, or Queen ; 


Or e * Barker, ieee Ml, and ® Prichard 


Or genteel, eaſy, and engaging Ciffard ; 
Or Cibber, doubly captivating born, 


| Who tragic can, or comic Scene, adorn, 


Shou'd all, when off the Stage, Reſpect receive, 


Earn iby the P leafure, which thereon they give ? 


Or that fair Moſſington, whole brilliant Spirit 
Exhibits in her Parts unbounded Merit, 
Deſerves, far more, to be a MONARCH's Toaſt, 


Than PBERBss vain, who Birth alone can boaſt ? 


But do not me, for ſacred JUSTICE Sake | 


An Enemy to Igor BEAuTY take; 


For thoſe, I own, who're courteous with their Birth, 


A Brimmer may, like Y/offington, be worth, 


F e 


* * V unk ind Deſerters from the Author's Service, at the Time of his Diſtreſſes, 
hinted at in the Dedication, 


The Deed, tho? foul, yet are the Doers, fair, 
And, of Forgiveneſs full, need not deſpair ; 
The 7% Man's gallaut, ſo cannot tail 
Freely to pardon CN TLS female. 


22) 


While the proud Chamer, tho an Empreſs born, | 
. With all her Birth, and Beauty, merits corn; 
1 And ſcorn her will, each ci, Man, in his Heart, | 
|, Howe'r Contempt, he colours o'er, with Art. 
FI IM {© | 
8 Nay, now, my Muſe, you from the Subject go, 
£ Too plain a Symptom, that you weary grow; 
Adjourn, awhile then, your #heatric Lay, 
Which, when repos'd, reſume another Day. 
THE 
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Of Truſt, where Cuſtomers till' Doms Day, owe; 


THE LATE 


1 P E E CH 


Mr. BAWL-WELL TELL-TRUTH, 


Chief Recruiting Ser jeant to the New-rais'd Theatric 
Forces, now canton'd in the Diſtrict of LINCOLN, under 
the Commund of that Expertenc d, and Worthy Leader, Ge- 

neral G1FFARD. 


Y Drama ſent, good People, [ appcar, 
Ye Sons of VIVITUR INGENIO, hear. 


Has any buskin'd Brother faithful ſerv'd, 
And, ol his preſent Ruler, well-deferu'd z 


Vet ill-requited for ſuch Service been, 


| Let him repair, forthwith, to LI x cOLN'S INN ; 
Where Bargain may, for handſome Pay, be made, 


And wth Certaiuty, of being paid. 

Has any BA RD, dramatic Piece of Wit, 
And, juſtly, fears he ſhou'd elſewhere be bit ; 
To GiryaRD let ſuch Bard himſelf addreſs 
Nor doubt the Work will meet der d Succels ; 
For Play to caſt, Few ever better knew, 

Or better to reward the Author too. 


Have DANCERS, to afford luxurions Pride, 


For bad Pay-maſters, cutting Capers try'd, 


Till they have nothing left to cut beſide ; 
And fain wou'd dance, where better they'd ſucceed, 


To GiFPARD, at one Caper, let em ſpeed. 


Do MERCERs, LACE-MEN, TAYLORS weary grow 


Po 


oy (24) 
Do poſt-por'd, halfeſtarvd CanDLE-SNUFFRRS tire, 


With ſerving too, ſuch Maſters, without Hire ; 
And care not with them, longer to remain, 
To G1FFARD let em go, they'll ne'r complain; 
For Conduct, join'd with ſtricteſt PROBIT x, 
In that deſerving General we ſee. 

Ask him, if doubt you make of what I've ſaid, Tha 
Who the Battaiia, dnce, of DRURY led, 
(To whom, e'r he, from that Command, remov'd, 
The worthy Man, a Help-mate truſty prov d) 
And he will tell you, nay, and prove it too, 
That * TRUTH herſelf than GiyFARD's not more true, 
c Whoſe ſcarce- heard Whiſper, he as {afe did find, 
As BOND, by Witneſſes Ten Thouſand find; 
* And that, with all this Honeſty of Heart, 
le to Perſefiion had, the skilful Part- 
Oo Friends what different Character's this ſame, 
From that of other Generals, I cou'd name. 

Brief let me be, for it is Time to go; 

In ſhort, good People then, you are to know 
If Bard or Actor, who can SCI diſplay, 
Will avrite for GIFFARD, or for GlEFARD ploy; ; 
Or any elle, with Proper Talents born 
Will Gir rARPD's Scenes theatrical adorn, 
Now go with me, to LI x cOLN's IN N, he may, 
And there, forthwith, be enter'd upon Pay. 

God fave Queen DRAMA !---Buskin Brothers, come, 


Mean while beat you, the March theatric, DRUM. 


